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lAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1 . A system for housing telecommunications equipment, comprising: 

a \ plurality of vertically disposed chassis housing the 
telecommunications equipment, each chassis having a top that is substantially 
closed, first and second sides, first and second ends, and a base, wherein the 
top of each chassis is adapted to receive the base of an adjacent chassis; 

at least one vent formed in each chassis adjacent the base, wherein the 
vent is operable ta allow air to enter the chassis; and 

wherein tha vent is disposed between the base and a portion of the 
chassis selected from the group consisting of the first side, the second side, the 
first end, and the secqpd end, and wherein the vent is nonplanar in relation to 
the portion. 



2. The system of Cla^m Xwherein at least one set of adjacent chassis in 
15 the plurality of vertically disposed ^hassis are separated by a gap that is less than 1.75 

inches. 
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3. The system of Claim 1 ,Wherein at least one set of adjacent chassis in 
the plurality of vertically disposed chass^p are separated by a gap that is substantially 
zero inches. 



4. The system of Claim iNvherein the vent has a plurality of apertures. 
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5. The system of ClairnNl wherein the vent is an angled vent member 
coupled to the base and anglmg toward the portion. 



6. The system of Claim^l wherein the vent is a notched vent member 
coupled to the base and the portion. 
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7. A system for housing telecommunications equipment, comprising: 
a chassis mousing the telecommunications equipment and having a top 

that is substantially closed, first and second sides, first and second ends, and a 
base; 

at least one Aent formed in the chassis adjacent the base, wherein the 
vent is operable to allAw air to enter the chassis; and 

wherein the vent is disposed between the base and a portion of the 
chassis selected from the group consisting of the first side, the second side, the 
first end, and the second ^nd, and wherein the vent is nonplanar in relation to 
the portion. 

8. The system of Clailh 7 fiirther comprising a support imdemeath the 
base of the chassis, wher^n^he support is operable to support the chassis. 



15 9. The system of ClainHS wherein the chassis and the support are 

separated by a gap that is less^timn 1.75 Inches exists. 
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10. The system of Claim » Wherein the chassis and the support are 
separated by a gap that is siib^t^iti^ly zeroWches. 

1 1 . The system of Claim 7 wherein the vent has a plurality of apertures. 
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12. The system pf ClainiVZ whereim the vent is an angled vent member 
coupled to the base and anglin^stoward the portiW. 

13. The system of Claim 7 wherein tlje vent is a notched vent member 
coupled to the base and the portion. 
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14. A method ^or housing telecommunications equipment, the method 
comprising: 

vertically disjiosing a plurality of chassis, each chassis housing the 
telecommunications equipment and having a top that is substantially closed, 
first and second sides, first and second ends, and a base, wherein the top of 
each chassis is adapted to\receive the base of an adjacent chassis; and 

forming at least one vent in each chassis adjacent the base, wherein the 
vent is operable to allow \ air to enter the chassis, and wherein the vent is 
disposed between the base and a portion of the chassis selected from the group 
consisting of the first side, tne second side, the first end, and the second end, 
and wherein the vent is nonplsjnar in relation to the portion. 

15. The method of ClaiiiKt4 wherein vertically disposing a plurality of 
chassis comprises separating at least one set of adjacent chassis by a gap that is less 
than 1.75 inches. 



16. The method of Claim M wkerein vertically disposing a plurality of 
chassis comprises separating at least one set of adjacent chassis by a gap that is 
substantially zero inches. 



17. The method of Claim 14 futher opmprising providing the vent with a 
plurality of apertures. 

18. The method of Clainr^4 wherein t^e vent is an angled vent member 
coupled to the base and angling toward the portion. 



19. The method of ClaimX4 wherein the yent is a notched vent member 
coupled to the base and the portion. 
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20. Asystem for housing telecommunications equipment, comprising: 

a plurality of vertically disposed chassis, each chassis housing the 
telecommunications equipment and having a top substantially closed, first and 
second sides, Virst and second ends, and a base, wherein the top of each chassis 
5 is adapted to receive the base of an adjacent chassis; 

a first vCTit formed in each chassis and having a lower end and an upper 
end, the lower end coupled to the base and the upper end coupled to the first 
end of the chassis^ such that the front vent is nonplanar in relation to the first 
end; 

10 a second vett formed in each chassis and having a lower end and an 

upper end, the lowerWd coupled to the base and the upper end coupled to the 
second end of the chassis such that the rear vent is nonplanar in relation to the 
second end; and where\n the first and second vents are operable to allow air to 
enter the chassis. 

21. The system of Clafen 22 wherein at least one set of adjacent chassis in 
the plurality of vertically disposed \jjhassis are separated by a gap that is less than L75 
inches. 

20 22. The system of Claim 22 wherein at least one set of adjacent chassis in 

the plurality of vertically disposed chassis are separated by a gap that is substantially 
zero inches. 



23. The system of Claim 22 wHprein the vent has a plurality of apertures. 
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24. The system of Claini^2 whWein the vent is an angled vent member 
coupled to the base and angling toward the portion. 



25, The system of Claim 22 wherein the vent is a notched vent member 
30 coupled to the base and the portion. 



